August 25, 2010

My name is   (YOUR NAME)         and I have a     (SON/DAUGHTER)      that has been diagnosed with autism. There’s been a lot of attention focused on the unexplained number of children with autism. Today, it is estimated that one in every 110 children is diagnosed with autism.  That makes it more common than childhood cancer, juvenile diabetes and pediatric AIDS combined.   In fact, an estimated 1.5 million individuals in the U.S. and tens of millions worldwide are affected by autism.  Government statistics suggest the prevalence rate of autism is increasing 10-17 percent annually.  This is impacting us locally as the student count in Lincoln Public Schools shows that it has gone from 264 students with autism in 2005-06 to 412 students in 2009-10.  That is more than a 56% increase just here at home. What happens then when these children grow up and become young adults?  This is a fear that parents with children with autism worry about every day.
Living arrangement for adults with autism differ from case to case.    Fortunately, many as adults are able to function quite well in group homes that provided assisted living support. A place like Caritas Place Village would both liberate and shelter these adults with autism.   Since there are no current group homes for adults with autism, a place like Caritas Place is very much needed.  With an estimated 500,000 kids in America with autism (who will be adults before long) the commitment to make this possible at Caritas Place must be made today.

If you have any questions, you can contact me at   (YOUR PHONE NUMBER)     or           (EMAIL).

Sincerely,

YOUR NAME

ADDRESS

